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Not so top secret 


Protecting your privacy on the Internet 





By Jeffrey Coburn Correspondent 
Scott Sonia -Features Editor 


Nothing in life is free, so why would the Internet be any different? Access USA Today 
online for free, download the new version of Netscape for free, use Microsoft.com for free. 

But browser beware, although you may not have to open your wallet to use these sites, 
there is a cost: your privacy. 

Tip your copy of Rolling Stone the right way and nobody can tell that you are reading 
a story glamorizing drug use. Tip your monitor any way you want, chances are somebody 
knows exactly what you have been reading on the web. 

Enter a store at the mall and nobody will know where you live and what store you were 
in a minute ago. 

On the Internet, enter a site and a web operator can automatically know where you are, 
what kind of web browser you are using and the last site you visited. 

The notion that web users can sit in front of a computer and surf from site to site anony- 
mously is obsolete. With every site there is the possibility that a web site operator or ad 
tracking agency is attempting to extract information on you and your online habits. Web 
users are giving up information on themselves, often unknowingly, with every interaction. 
In order to surf the web without identity, a person must be constantly updating software in 
an effort to combat tactics to monitor personal web use. 

College students, who are generally 18 to 21 years of age, are particularly scrutinized by 
ad agencies or marketing corporations in an effort to locate the general consumer’s pulse. 

“Privacy is a particularly tough issue for this generation of students,” said St. Michael’s 
journalism professor Jon Hyde. “It is largely the first generation of students whose life his- 
tories, such as economic, political or voting histories, are recorded in digital media formats.” 

Combine this with ever-expanding technologies, and people of any age are often left in 
the dark. 

“Most people don’t have a clear concept of private information versus public informa- 
tion,” Hyde said. 


continued on page 7 
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4:15 p.m. Went to Lyons Hall for 
unauthorized solicitation. All were tc 


very cooperative. 
Hall parking lot. 


Hall. 






South Burlington Police. 
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St. Michael’s 


Excerpts from the February 1 through — 43 & 


Sunday, Feb. 1, 1998 _ 
1:00 a.m. Found main doors of 
the library ajar. Checked and 
found four subjects watching 
movie. They hid in building after 


9:12 p.m. Medical assist in Hamel 


10:11 p.m. Fire alarm 1 in Joye 


Tuesday, Feb. 3, 1998 _ 
3:50 a.m. Received call from _ 


in Ryn patel 
warm Notified S! 


“Wedacsiay, i 


1:30 p.m. Missing backp 


OFA bid She SCENE News taken from college campuses around the country from College Press Service 
‘Spam’ mail teaches some Net users the powers of persuasion 





By Kristina Lane 
College Press Service 


Unsolicited commercial 
electronic mail, otherwise known 
as junk email or spam, annoys 
just about all Internet users and 
gives online advertising a bad 
name. 

Many states are working to 
implement anti-spam laws that 
would inflict heavy fines on orga- 
nizations circulating unsolicited 
e-mails (“spammers”). 
Numerous anti-spam web sites 
exist, acting as support centers 
for angry Internet users. 

In spite of such adamant 
opposition, spam still prevails. 


But why? 

Eric Crump, web site project 
manager for the National Council 
of Teachers of English, offered an 
explanation. 

“Even though spam bothers 
almost everyone you talk to, it 
continues to thrive and that’s 
because it works,” said Crump, 
editor of Rhetnet, an electronic 
journal designed to teach writing. 
“The bottom line is, spammers 
are making money because there 
has always been, and probably 
always will be, a market to pay 
for those schemes.” 

Crump believes spam is a 
useful learning tool. 

He created a web site 


Cow-napping culprit 


By College Press Service 


CHARLOTTESVILLE, 
Va.-- After 32 years, the mystery 
of who put the cow on the rotun- 
da’s roof has been solved at the 
University of Virginia. 

And the culprit, Alfred R. 
Berkeley III, who is now presi- 
dent of the Nasdaq Stock 
Market, said he confessed 
because he felt guilty for master- 
minding the infamous prank. 

Berkeley came clean at an 
alumni banquet held in May. 

He also recently reimbursed 
a former local sheriff $1,755 for 
the cost of the unsuccessful 
investigation that was launched 





in 1965 to snag the pranksters. 

Berkeley was one of five 
students who squeezed a 250- 
pound heifer through a window 
and up a spiral staircase to the 
60-foot-high rotunda. 

What was supposed to be a 
joke took a bad turn, however, 
when authorities had to tranquil- 
ize the animal to get it back 
down the staircase. 

The skittish heifer died and 
authorities at the time said the 
combination of the trauma and 
the tranquilizer proved too much 
for the poor animal. 


Local residents were 


angered by the incident and 
demanded an investigation to be 
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(www.missouri.edu/~rhetnet/spa- 
monade/) last September to test 
his idea. The site is offered as an 
alternative to the delete key. 
Interested parties send actual 
spam messages to the site and 
they are posted for rhetorical 
analysis. Some of the messages 
have included offers for free 
tacos and beer, a proposition for 
free weekly investment services 
and a memorial to Princess Diana 
urging readers to buy T-shirts. 
“Spam is rhetoric in action 
and we can’t just dismiss it by 
reacting with vehement anger in a 
rush to get rid of it,” Crump said. 
“We need to study why the argu- 
ments poste. by this sort of mail 


confesses 


launched to catch the students 
behind the deed. 

George Bailey, the local 
sheriff at the time, chased leads 
until they ran dry, but the case 
remained unsolved. 

Berkeley told his fellow 
alums that he was only trying to 
top the pranks his father did 
while at the university. 

After confessing to the cow- 
napping, he learned of the sher- 
iff’s invesitgation. 

The stock market executive 
paid Bailey for the cost of the 
investigation. 

Bailey, now retired, donated 
the money to a local rescue 
squad. 
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do or do not work and who the 
audience is.” 

Crump wants students and 
professors to use examples from 
the site as subject matter for class 
discussions. 

The goal of Crump and his 
colleagues is to attract nore peo- 
ple to Spamonade. Angry Internet 


users could vent their frustrations 
on the site instead of rushing to 
outlaw junk mail. In the mean- 
time, many continue to rally 
around regulations. According to 
Crumb, “just as the government 
can’t control junk mail, I doubt it _ 
could ever get a hold on spam 
either.” 
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NEWS 


Campus minister in critical condition due to brain trauma 


Advocate of women’s issues remembered in students’ and colleagues’ prayers 





Photo courtesy of SMC Public Relations 


Diane Foster at last year’s graduation. Foster suffered a brain aneurysm Feb. 6. 


By Margot LeSage 
News Editor 


Diane Foster, St. Michael’s director of 
Pastoral Education, was in critical condi- 
tion as of the Tuesday morning, Feb. 10 at 
Fletcher Allen Hospital in Burlington. 
Foster suffered a severe brain aneurysm in 
the afternoon of Friday, Feb. 6. 

Foster, 44, had been complaining of 
headaches for several days, according to 


the Rev. Marcel Rainville, S.S.E., and was . 


on her way home to rest before last week’s 
-Emmaus retreat.. : Sas ; 

On her way to her Burlington home 
the aneurysm in her brain burst, causing 
her to have a minor motor vehicle accident 
near Riverside Avenue in Burlington, 
according to her twin sister Donna. She 
said Foster was not injured in the accident. 

Donna said it was actually lucky she 
had the accident because if she had made 
it home, no one would have discovered the 
hemmorage. 

The Burlington Police Department 
could not be reached for comment on the 
accident. 

Though her condition is still listed as 
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critical, doctors are expecting her to recov- 
er, Rainville said. He said the doctors are 
optimistic that Foster’s condition will 
improve since she survived the initial trau- 
ma. 

An aneurysm is a localized dialation 
of a blood vessel, usually an artery, said 
Susan Jacques, director of health services. 

This weakness in the artery’s wall 
causes it to PUBCh. out and Bevendyully 


Many students have expressed con- 
cern and are praying for her, Rainville 
said. 

Senior Jennifer Piqueira made Foster 
a colorful card to hang in her hospital 
room. 

“She’s an incredible person,” Piqueira 
said 

Piquiera said it is because of Foster 
that she is involved in Campus Ministry 
today. She said she had a difficult time 
during her freshman year and Foster real- 
ized that involvement is what Piqueira 
needed. 

“When I’m racing around, she looks 
at me and the first thing she says is ‘let me 
give you a hug,’” Piqueira said. “She’s just 
so affirmative. She’s the reason why 
Campus Ministry is so phenomenal.” 

“T think right now her family needs as 
many prayers as Diane does,” senior Anna 
Patnode said. Diane has touched so many 
people’s lives. She is an amazing strength 
in the St. Michael’s community.” 

The Rev. Raymond Doherty, S.S.E. 


‘said that Diane has always been the rock in 


her family, the one everyone turned to. 

“She’s touched a lot of people,” 
Doherty said. 

Rainville said that Foster pioneered 
women becoming involved in ministry 
and had to face adversity to the concept of 
women becoming actively involved in the 
Church. 

“Tt wasn’t easy being a woman in a 




















“She’s the reason why Campus Ministry 


is So phenomenal.” 


Jennifer Piqueira, senior 














burst.. When. it bursts the patient Icses 
blood and the area beyond the anuerysm 
doesn’t receive oxygen. Aneurysms can 
occur in the brain, abdomen, heart or chest 
and often there are no symptoms before it 


ruptures. 
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Church that was still very clerical, with a 
male-oriented hierarchy,’ Rainville said. 
He added that besides nuns, the Church 
doesn’t have many lay women actively 
involved with the Church. 

“She was able to accept that and it 
was her love of the Church that enabled 
her to go on,” Rainville said. “She is a true 
example of what ministry is like.” 

Because of her work concerning 
women’s issues in the Church, the bishop 
appointed her the first chair of the 
Diocesan Commission on Women. This 
commission advises the bishop on 
women’s issues. 

Kenneth A. Angel, Bishop of the 
Roman Catholic dioceses of Burlington 
said in a prepared statement: “I have come 


$300 


to know and respect Diane very much in 
her capacity as chairperson of the 
Diocesan Commission on Women. Diane 
has shown a special gift for respecting 
diversity... 

“She has done an exceptional job of 
serving as a mediating channel between 
the grassroots laity and the administrators 
of the Dioceses of Burlington. 

“Needless to say, Diane is in the 
prayers of all the people she has served 
and touched. May God Bless and sustain 
her loved ones in this terribly unexpected 
crisis.” 

Junior Sue Hebert has worked closely 
with Foster planning ministry programs 
and retreats. Hebert said Foster always 
had time to talk. 

“She would talk to me a lot and chal- 
lenged my faith, but in doing that she 
strengthened my faith,” Hebert said. 

Foster is pivotal in the college’s cam- 
pus ministry program. She has planned 
family religious education, prepared peo- 
ple to receive the sacraments and orga- 
nized the liturgy for the Masses. 

She helped start Food for Thought, a 
program to keep the community informed 
and educated about social issues. Foster 
coordinated a class on Biblical theology, 
which updated lay people from local 
parishes in Biblical studies. 

She is also a founding member of 
Potigny, a study group with the purpose of 
sharing and reflection within the context 
of the academic community. Foster also is 
responsible for organizing and preparing 
retreats. 

Originally -from Rochester, N.H., 
Foster first came to St. Michael’s as an 
undergraduate student. She and her sister, 
Donna, graduated in 1977. 

After graduation, she was director of 
youth ministry, community life coordina- 
tor and coordinator or religious education 
in Swanton, Vt. 

In 1983 she took the position of cam- 
pus minister at the Catholic Center at the 
University of Vermont. She came back to 
St. Michael’s in July 1992 as director of 
pastoral education. 

“When she first came to St. 
Michael’s, she came with a wealth of 
experience and many contacts throughout 
the dioceses in Vermont,” Rainville said. 

A fund has bee set up by the 
Student Life Office to help the family 
cover “out-of-pocket” expenses. 

“That is at least one thing we can do 
as a community,” said Barbara Duval, 
recptionist/secretary of the Student Life 
Office. 

Donations can be dropped of ‘at’ the 
Student Life Office or sent to campus box 
267. 


$500 


_Distributing phone cards. No experi- 
| ence necessary. 


For more information send a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to: 
Primetime Communications, P.O. Box 
694355, Miami, FL 33269-1355 
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By Adam Niles 
Staff Writer 


Online education, a form of 
distance learning, is in the exper- 
imental stage at St. Michael’s 
College. 

One course in the business 
department was taught largely 
online last semester, and the 
Prevel School is offering a course 
online this summer. 

Distance learning means 
teaching educational programs to 
off-site-students through comput- 
er, audio or video technology 

“The character of our educa- 
tion at St. Michael’s College is 
that we do it face-to-face and 
shoulder-to-shoulder’ with our 
students,” said Robert Kenny, 
vice president of academic 
affairs. “Instead of just transmit- 
ting knowledge, we are transmit- 
ting what it means to be part of a 
group.” 

“T think we will remain very 
interested in the possibilities but 
we will be slow and modest in 
implementing it,” said President 
Marc vanderHeyden. “At St. 
Michael’s we will have it but it 
will not become the key ingredi- 
ent of the way we teach or the 
way we learn.” 

Online education makes use 
of email, the Internet and forums 
similar to chat rooms to conduct 
a class. 

Learning online is useful*for 
students with special needs, and 
for other institutions such as 


community colleges and two” 








NEWS 


St. Michael’s experiments with online learning 


year colleges that are principally 
skill-based educators, Kenny 
said. 

There are a few special 
courses it might work with at St. 
Michael’s, said Kenny, “but 
that’s about as far as it goes.” 

St. Michael’s offered an 
independent study business 
course, Federal Income Taxes, 
last semester that was taught pri- 
marily online by professor 
Dennis Voigt. : 

“He taught an online version 
to see how well it would go to a 
very limited number of students,” 
Kenny said. The class was kept 
small because it was in an exper- 
imental stage. 

Each student had a text book 
and checked in periodically with 
Voigt. Students and poise corre- 
sponded via email. 

“IT would get questions from 
them all times of the day and 
night,” said Voigt. “I needed to 
check my email frequently.” 

If students needed further 
instruction they could meet with 
Voigt in his office. These person- 
to-person discussions enhanced 
the learning process, Voigt said. 

“Technology can expose you 
to a lot of information in a short 
time,” Voigt said. “But getting-to 
those moments where you can 
actually have a breakthrough in 
learning can sometimes. happen 
on your own, but often they hap- 


pen when’ you work with some-* 


- one else.” 





“T think it is worth experi- 
menting with and technology can 


“untraditional manner. 





help people understand some 
complex’ material,” Voigt said. 
“Sometimes multimedia 
enhance the learning process.” 

St. Michael’s does incorpo- 
rate computer technology such as 
accessing user groups or finan: 
cial reports, or scanning online 
news in some classes, Kenny 
said. 

This, summer, the Prevel 
School is working to make cours- 
es more convenient for busy 
graduate students through online 
education. 

Graduate students pursuing a 
Master’s of Science and 
Administration will be able to 
take advantage of a online 
course, Marketing on the World 
Wide Web, taught by Robert 
Letovsky, program director of the 
Prevel School. ae. 

Marketing on the World 
Wide Web is a one credit course 
that examines strategies used by 
firms to take advantage of the 
opportunities presented by the 
World Wide Web. 

Students will be able to 
access the class by logging on to 
the course webpage. On it will 
be a syllabus, details on written 
assignments, and a forum for dis- 
cussion. 

“We are trying to reach out 
to those people who are tremen- 
dously busy,” Letovsky said. . 

The class will be set up in a 
No class 
period or log-in time is specified. 

“You log on whenever you 
want,” Letovsky said. 
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“We would like to offer 
some courses. that are extremely 
convenient to our students,” 
Letovsky said. 

Letovsky' discussed ideas 
with Champlain College when he 
decided to use an online course 
this fall to increase student con- 
vience. 

_ Champlain. College has 
about 300 students taking courses 
from various sections of the 
United States without stepping 
on campus, Letovsky said. 

Champlain On-Line offers 
over 40 courses where students 
earn certificates, associate’s 
degrees and bachelor’s degrees at 
$295 a credit. 

“We looked at that model 
and said; that’s not what we want 


‘because: that’s not what St. 


Michael’s is,” Letovsky said. 

“We stress at the graduate 
level that we are a community of 
learners, we want to know peo- 
ple.” 

An aspect of student/profes- 
sor relationships could be - lost 
with this new technology, said 
Kenny. 

“The students who come 
here, when they leave, want to 
know faculty members, and say 
they had a relationship with a 


faculty member,” said Kenny. 
“They don’t want to say I had a 
relationship with a computer.” 

“T’d like to think one of the 
things we do best at St. Michael’s 
is the that personal interaction of _ 
faculty and students,” Voigt said. 
“Tm not sure how you could 
replace that online.” 

“T think it would be hard to 
be educated over the Internet,” 
said sophomore Jeff Vermilyea. 
“It would be like reading a text 
book and never going to class. 
There would be no one-on-one 
personal relations with teachers.” 

Production of an online edu- 
cation system would be expen- 
sive, Kenny said. 

Additional wiring, computer 
boxes, and instructions on how to 
use online information would 
have to be Petes Kenny 
said. 

The admninisteagion is await- 
ing feedback to decide if online 
education is a suitable match for 
St. Michael’s College, 
vanderHeyden said. 

“The reasons to go for online 
education or anything advanced 
by technology is going to ulti- 
mately come from the satisfac- 
tion of the student,” 
vanderHeyden said. 
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By Carrie Simonelli 
Campus Living Editor 


To participate in room draw this year, 
students need to pay St. Michael's a $600 
advance deposit by March 6. 


The $300 amount from last year has 


been doubled to ensure that students who 
do not intend to return to St. Michael's 
inform the college of their decision by 
June 30, said Molly Duesterhaus, associ- 
ate director of residence life. 

The. deposit is not an additional 
charge. It is applied to a student's tuition 
bill for the following fall semester. 

Half the deposit is refundable by June 
30 if a student chooses to not come back. 

Last year, the $300 was non-refund- 
able. ; 

The decision was first discussed in the 
fall and decided on early in January, said 
John Gutman, vice president for the 
administration. 

President Marc vanderHeyden and 
the college vice presidents decided on the 
deposit increase. 

"What we found was that the $300 
-was much lower than other schools," 
Duesterhaus said. 

A survey of schools St. Michael’s 
_ looked at found some charging up to 
$1,000, Duesterhaus said, although she 
could not cite which ones. 

Locally, the deposit varies. Students 
at the University of Vermont are not 


Cae Pizza ae 
40%, . 5.25 
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NIEW'S 


Students to pay an increase of $300 for advance deposit 
Student Life hopes to decrease the number of unexpected fall semester room vacancies 


required to pay an advance deposit. 

Champlain College requires a $50 
deposit and Middlebury and Trinity 
Colleges require $200. 

The purpose of the deposit i is for a stu- 
dent to make a commitment prior to room 
draw that he/she will return to the school, 
Gutman said. 


“Three hundred 
dollars seems like a 
reasonable amount 

for a deposit, but 
$600 sounds a little 
absurd.” 


eJen Herrero, junior 


"The commitment is made in fairness 
to the college and fellow students," 
Gutman said. 

"If for some good reason they can't 
come back we will refund the deposit," 
Gutman said. 





_ Essex det Snopping | cule 
real St. 


Hand Tossed Hearth Baked 


Students can get a 50 percent refund 
by June 30 for reasons like academic dis- 
missal or family tragedies, Gutman said. 

In fall 1997, 37 students did not noti- 
fy the college that they weren't returning, 
yet classes and beds were reserved for 
them, Duesterhaus said. 

However, this is not significantly 
higher than the number of students who 
failed to notify the college in past years, 
she said. 

Previously the deposit was 100 per- 
cent refundable, Duesterhaus said. 

"There was no penalty for taking a 
class and a bed," she said. 

The Student Life office wasn't getting 
any money for its efforts in finding stu- 
dents housing, which is "a lot of working 
hours, " Duesterhaus said. 

Some students disagree with the col- 
lege keeping half of the deposit. 

“They have an obligation to find 
rooms for us,” said freshman Sara 
Campbell. They should do that without 
raising the deposit, she said. 

According to Duesterhaus, not notify- 
ing the college also causes complications 
with housing. 

"We could have opened with six 
vacancies, but instead we opened with 
43," Duesterhaus said. 

Duesterhaus said she hopes the 
increased deposit will encourage students 
to notify the college of their intentions so 
students on a waiting list for housing can 


be placed in their vacancies. 

"In July if we're still holding a hous- 
ing wait list then we'll still have the spaces 
to fill," Duesterhaus said. "It is more 
advantageous from a financial perspective 
to maintain a higher occupancy." 

"Then you're fully utilizing the heat, 
lights and the spaces that you have. If 
Alumni can hold 200 people, wouldn't you 
want to split that cost by 200, instead of 
194 or 195," she said. 

Students have a mixed opinion about 
the increase. 

"It makes sense for the school," junior 
Theresa Krieger said. "It's not like they're 
raising the overall cost of the tuition." 

Junior Jen Herrero said, "Three hun- 
dred dollars seems like a reasonble 
amount for a deposit, but $600 sounds a 
little absurd." 

Freshman Jen Calkins agreed. 

“Considering the tuition has already 
gone up, it’s outrageous to ask for more,” 
she said. 

An announcement and a bill will be 
mailed to parents this week, Gutman said. 
The deposit is due in March. 

Students that cannot afford to pay by 
the deadline need to send a letter explain- 
ing their situation to Bursar Joe Gallagher 
by March 6, Gutman said. 

The letters will be evaluated on a case 
by case basis to decide if the student can 
still go through room draw, Gallagher 
said. 
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Choose From: Bingo’ s House Special, IL 658-2561 658-2561 
| am : mS \ 
Veggie House Special, Chicken Parmigiana, oe Kinko's: ne inkors: 


Meat Lovers, Bingo’s Stuffed House Special. 
Stuffed Meat or Uo (3 items) 


This discount cannot be used in combination with volume pricing, cus- 
tom-bid orders, sale items, and special offers or other discounts. 
Products and services vary by location. Offer valid at time of purchase 
and may not be discounted or credited towards past or future purchas- 

es. Valid at Kinko's listed location only. Coupon void where prohibited 

by law, No cash value. 


AAB672 
— os 


This discount cannot be used in combination with volume pricing, cus- 
tom-bid orders, sale items, and special rs or other discounts. 
Products and services vary by location. Offer valid at time of purchase 
and may not be discounted or credited towards past or future purchas- 
es, Valid at Kinko's listed location only. Coupon void where prohibited 
by law. No cash value, 
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ie Stutted Bread 
| gy 





re 
| 10" Pizza bee 
Garg tee 
Pe re I custome’ | 


Expitation date: 3-10-98 


ssex Jct. Shopping Center, Pearl St. 


EXP 3/15/98 





EXP 3/15/98 


Most locations open 24 hours, 7 days a week. More than 850 locations worldwide. 
For more information visit our web site at www.kinkos.com or call 1-800-2-KINKOS. 


1998 Kinko's, Ine ll rghts reserved. Kinko's and The new way to fice are registered trademarks of Kinko's Ventures, Inc. andar used by permission. 
Kinko's requires written permission from the copyright holder in order to reproduce any copyrighted work. 


Expiration date: 3.1098 fT 


Sun. 11-9 + Mon.-Thurs 11-10 « Fri. & Sat, 11-11 
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Opinion/Editorial 





Caution: you're a 
vulnerable source 
of information 


Did you ever get the feeling that you were being watched by some- 
one? Well, if you’ve ever surfed the web, your instincts are correct. 

When most people first started using the Internet, they liked it 
because they felt secure in using it to look up information on things 
that they would otherwise be afraid to research. They could go online 
under a pseudonyme and pretend to be anyone they wanted to be. 
Don’t be fooled. People are paying attention. Every time you go to 
a web page you are giving up a piece of your privacy. 

Keep in mind that while you are using the Internet to access infor- 
mation, people are using the Internet to compile information about 
you. They look at what sites you go to and what messages you send 
and are able to compile a comprehensive profile of what you are like 
as a consumer and what your interests are. 

For instanc, if you were to look up a site featuring pornography 
from a St. Michael’s computer lab, an entire monopoly of businesses 
would know that you visited the site. Your name will then be marked 
as someone who is interested in pornography and a business of some- 
sort would then try to pull you in as a customer. 

Although all of this may be disturbing, the answer is not to stop 
using the web. Instead, the answer is to be aware of what you are 
doing and to be proactive in finding ways to avoid being watched. By 
doing things like setting up your browser to stop accepting identifi- 
cation tabs known as “cookies” which automatically creates a file on 
what sites you have visited. Also, think before handing out personal 
information over the web. Never, type in your credit card number, 
social security number, checking account or banking account num- 
bers to a website if it asks for it, chances are the information will be 
used in the commerically-driven medium we like to call the internet. 

Let’s not get too swept up in the glory of having wats of infor- 
mation at our fingertips and then be used as a pawn in the chess game 
of corporations and high-tech information gathering. 

Simply be aware that once your name is typed into an Internet site 
you set yourself up to be a source of information. So either take the 
precautionary measures to prevent being spied on or deal with the 


consequences. 
The Internet can be a valuable source of information if used cor- 
rectly. 





















Campus dining is proud 

to salute the XVIII Winter 
€Games. We’re creating a winter 
wonderland filled with Olympic trivia 
and other games, prizes and a flurry of 
‘fun. So skidaddle over to your dining 
ihall and ask for details. 





Date:Luesday Feb. 17th 
Time: 4:30--6:30 


Sponsored by your campus dining service and Kellogg's Foodservice Division 








‘Some People” 





Some people come 
into our lives and 

quickly go, some peo- 
ple move our souls to 
dance. 


They awaken us to 
understanding with 

the passing whisper of 
their wisdom. 








Some people make 
the sky more beautiful 
to gaze upon. 






They stay in our lives 
for awhile, leave foot- 
prints on our hearts 

and we are never, ever 
the same. 


In dedicat 























ion to Diane Foster 





Photo by Emily McLaughlin 


Reader clarifies server misconception 


After reading Matt Kuerth’s 


article on Information 
Technology’s installation of a 
new campus email server, I 
would like to clarify some errors 
and possible misperceptions. 

Matt’s article states that “In 
addition to email, PHANTOM 
was also the St. Michael’s web 
server.” This is not true and never 
been true. St. Michael’s College’s 
main web server (where 
www.smcvt.edu resides) is 
COBRA. 


SY 


Bill 
Clinton 


Additional web servers are 
named PERSONALWEB .— and 
ACADEMICWEB. 

Later in the article, reference 
is made to a user’s password not 
working because of the server 
changes that took place over the 
semester break. 

There are a number of rea- 
sons why a user might have prob- 
lems with a password, but bring- 
ing a new email server online 
would in no way have an effect 
on a user’s password. 


*“As alternatives multiply, there are increasing pres- 


As a campus community, we 
have come to rely on the avail- 
ability of email services to facili- 
tate communication both within 
and outside our community. 

The work done over the 
semester break was focused on 
enhancing email and overall net- 
work services and hopefully we 
will all reap the benefits. 


eCindy Yager, 
From Systems &Network 
Support 













sures to retain public attention in an environment 
of inveterate channel surfers, but while this pander- 
ing to public desires may merely reflect the market- 
place, it does, too often, debase the journalistic 


worth of what we are trying to do.” 
eJudy Woodruff,CNN anchor 1995 
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‘Cookies’ raise Internet privacy issues 


continued from cover 


On the Internet, the reason for the pri- 
vacy talk are small files called “cookies.” 


They are primary players in removing a © 


large part,of the anonymity that was once 
a perceived part of surfing the net. 

-Cookies, unlike the ones made by 
Keebler elves, can be placed on your com- 
puter, working as an identification tag. If 
you surf the web and don’t think you have 
been given a cookie, think again. 

In your operating system, you can 
search for “cookies” or “magic cookies” as 
they are sometimes called. Odds are, pos- 
sibly to your surprise, that you will find a 
bunch of these files. How did they get 
there you might ask yourself? Web sites 
took the liberty of placing them without 
your knowledge. 

Cookiecentral.com, a web site dedi- 
cated to objectively informing the public 
about cookies, describes a “cookie” as a 
“small piece of information sent by a web 
server to store on a web browser so it can 
later be read back from that browser.” 

“Cookies can keep track of when a 
site was last visited, how long the user 
stayed, what the user saw and where the 
user connected from,” said St. Michael’s 
computer science professor Doug Green. 





“Any opinion or 
information about 
myself should be given 
on a need to know 
basis” 


esophomore Gretchen Coyle 


Cookies are under fire for being used 
as web site tracking devices and as a target 
marketing device. Cookies can be placed 
on your machine without your knowledge 
or permission. While the cookie is on your 
machine, information regarding online 
habits can be monitored by the site that 
sent the cookie. 

Hyde points out that because of this, 
cookies are one of the most advanced ways 
of creating a complete profile of an indi- 
vidual. Because cookies can reveal what 
web sites a person has visited, a company 
who wants to know all about an indivdual 
can set up a literal preference file on that 
person. 

Through a concept called “block mod- 
eling,” a company can, and does, analyze 
what sites a person has visited and, more 
importantly, what information he or she 
has given at those sites. Seemingly incon- 
sequential sharing of social security num- 
bers can be paired with information the 
user left at other sites and added together 
to form a complete profile of the individ- 
ual’s personality, Hyde said. 

Some people point out that this has 
been happening for years through credit 
card companies or insurance agencies and 
insist there is not widespread abuse of the 
anaysis. 

“There doesn’t need to be paranoia 
about cookies,” said St. Michael’s web 
developer Brian MacDonald. “I haven't 
heard of many sites using it for ill. 
Microsoft tells you that they are gathering 
the information.” 


Indeed, commercial sites use the 
information received through cookies to 
increase the interaction between web users 
and web sites. 

Some sites, like the New York Times 
Online and Microsoft.com state on their 
pages that you will not be able to use all of 
their services unless you accept a cookie 
from them. 

“To access premium content, we ask 
that you accept a cookie and fill out a brief 
registration form,” reads one of the 
Microsoft.com pages. “A cookie is a 
requirement for accessing premium infor- 
mation including games, free software 
downloads, contests and specialized 
advice pages for developers and software 
@sers.” 

Cookies are crucial in storing infor- 
mation for start pages, customized pages 
the browser opens first. The two leading 
developers of browsers, Microsoft and 
Netscape, use cookies to customize their 
start pages. The user sets the page to his or 
her preference. This information is then 
put on the cookie which is sent to your 
browser and called up the next time you 
access the start page. This is sometimes 
used for other sites, such as news sites, so 
the user can cut out the topic if it does not 
interest them. The topic will not be shown 
on the page until the cookie expires. 

Commercial web sites are able to use 
cookies to track what links you visit with- 
in the site. It keeps track of what adver- 
tisements you clicked and what links you 
used to leave the site. 

Sometimes you will receive a cookie 
from a site that you have not visited. This 
is most likely because there is an adver- 
tisement for the site on the page. Since the 
page is calling up information from anoth- 
er site, it may also call up the cookie func- 
tions. This allows advertisers to make sure 
you are not seeing the same ad numerous 
times. 

Cookies can also be used as virtual 
shopping baskets when shopping online. 
When you select an item to purchase from 
a site, the information is stored as a cook- 
ie file on your hard drive. This way if the 
shopper has to disconnect from the site 
before paying, when they return the site 
can read what selections were made, so the 
customer doesn’t have to find the products 
again. Cookies can tell web site operators 
if the site draws many different visitors, or 
if the site is visited repeatedly by the same 
users. 

The entire face of the Internet has 
shifted toward commercialization, accord- 
ing to MacDonald, making cookies a 
must-have for businesses on the web. 

“Tt used to be a free flow of ideas,” 
Macdonald said. “Now it’s changed 
because people are waiting for commerce 
to validate it (the net). It’s too bad, if it’s 
not making money, it’s not working.” 

With commercial sites shining a spot- 
light on cookies by using them extensive- 
ly, a new question is raised that may only 
be answered in court: is what you do 
online anybody else’s business? 

“It’s an invasion of privacy,” said 
sophomore Gretchen Coyle. “Any opinion 
or information about myself should be 
given on a need to know basis.” 

Geoffrey Davidian of Beverly Hills, 
California, might disagree. Davidian is the 
president and publisher of The Putnam Pit, 
a newspaper that critically examines the 
Cookeville city government. Davidian has 
filed a suit against T. Michael O’ Mara, Jim 
Shipley and the city of Cookeville. 
According to court documents Davidian is 


suing to have access to the cookie and 
cache files (logs of sites visited by a 
browser) of government employees, to see 
if “city computers had been browsing to 
Internet sites not consistent with govern- 
ment employment, such as adult-oriented 
pornography sites or ones advocating 
white supremacy, Satanism or worse.” 

Senior Brian Deveney, who rarely 
uses the Internet, sees it as a lawless 
expanse that needs some governing, which 
may or may not be in the form of cookies. 

“T don’t think it’s the way to do it, but 
I can see a need to track some people if 
they’re doing bad stuff on the Internet.” 

Junior Chris Moore agreed that cook- 
ies could come in handy in certain situa- 
tions. 

“If I was breaking into some site, it 
might scare me,” he said. 

Moore added, “They can find my 
address in tons of other ways. Besides, I 
have nothing to hide.” 

Sophomore Binaca Hanson is equally 
unafraid of losing her privacy to cookies. 

“If you have to hide where you’ve 
been, you shouldn’t have been there,” she 
said. 

For those who are concerned about 
being tracked with every Internet visit, the 
question arises whether there are ways to 
view sites without having to disclose 
information. 

The Electronic Privacy Information 
Center (EPIC) has done extensive research 
on the general climate of privacy issues on 
the World Wide Web. The survey exam- 
ined the 100 most frequently visited web 
sites included in www. 100hot.com on June 
5, 1997. The list is compiled daily by Alta 
Vista and “lists the most popular sites on 
the web excluding browser companies, 
ISPs, colleges and adult sites.” The scope 
of the survey according to EPIC are as fol- 
lows: 


asy ways to retain privacy in a 


“We checked whether sites collected 
personal information, had established pri- 
vacy policies, made use of cookies and 
allowed people to visit without disclosing 
their actual identity.” 

The survey revealed that none of the 
top 100 web sites met what EPIC consid- 
ered basic standards of privacy protection. 
Seventeen of the 100 had explicit privacy 
policies, while 49 sites collected personal 
information by means of mailing lists, sur- 
veys, online registrations, order fulfillment 
requirements and user profiles. Eight of 
the 100 survey sites stated whether or not 
the site would share the information with a 
third party. 

Firefly.com was the only site that 
allowed users access to their own files to 
make sure it was correct. Of the hot 100, 
24 sites enabled cookies, yet none of them 
informed the user a cookie was being 
placed on their hard drive. 

So with all the different ways web 
sites can tag and monitor you, how are you 
to protect your anonymity? 

First of all, remember that when you 
are prompted to give information such as 
your name and address in order to enter the 
site, its probably for a reason. The web 
operator may just be interested in how 
many unique visitors the site is seeing and 
the demographics of the viewers, or the 
information could be put on file with other 
information that can be extracted and 
passed on to third parties. 

EPIC advises users to only disclose 
this kind of information when the site 
explicitly displays their private policies. 
You should look at the policy to see how 
and why this information is being collect- 
ed, if it is possible to access your own data, 
and if the data is passed on to a third party. 
The policy should also make clear if cook- 
ies are used by the web site. 


continued on next page 


eGive « only the minimum required information when Seormoied for 
things : such as Social ey ta home phone ag credit card 


|| 
- digi tal world — 


| polices, Tt should ‘say how and why the the information i is = 


| © Within Netscape 3.0 or higher, go to the “edit” menu, select 
I‘preferences,” then select “advanced.” Here you can disable all 
licookies, or at least have the browser let you know when they are 
|being sent so you can deny them or accept them on an individual © 


basis. 


© Within Microsoft’s Internet Explorer 3.0 go to “view,” select 
“options,” select “advanced,” then scroll down to “cookies.” 
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Combatting ‘cookies:’ keeping your privacy 


continued from page 7 


You may be able to change the set- 
tings on your browser to alert you of cook- 
ies before they are sent, and reject them if 
you choose. 

Netscape, one of the pioneers of cook- 
ie use, lets you disallow cookies if you 
have version 3.0 or higher. First go to the 
“edit” menu and select “preferences,” then 
select “advanced.” At this menu, you have 
the choice of accepting all cookies, dis- 
abling all cookies or accepting only cook- 
ies that are sent back to the originating 
server. By selecting the latter choice you 
are able to block cookies being sent from 
third parties. 

Microsoft’s Internet Explorer once 
had the option to disable cookies in its 3.0 
version, but it was removed in the newer 
versions due to Microsoft’s apparent love 
of using cookies, according to 
Cookiecentral.com. 

To disable cookies in version 3.0, go 
to “view,” select “options,” select 
“advanced,” and then scroll down to 
“cookies.” Here you can choose to accept, 
disable or be alerted of cookies. 

Experts suggest ridding your hard 
drive of cookies that you do not recognize. 
By eliminating them, you at least tem- 
porarily eliminate the means by which 
they track you. 

One way to operate on the web more 
anonymously is to use cutting-edge soft- 
ware that will stop web operators from 


extracting your personal information and 

make your email virtually untraceable. 
The Anonymizer is software designed 

to allow you to surf the web and email 


anonymously. The Anonymizer works as 
a middle man for web operations. To use 
the program, you request to see a web page 
through the Anonymizer’s web site. This 





courtesy of Jon Hyde 


way when the web site attempted to extract 
your IP address, they get the Anonimizer’s 
instead. When you send email, it is first 
sent to the Anonymizer server, which in 
turn, sends it to your intended destination. 
The return address will be the 
Anonymizer’s, giving you anonymity. 

X-RAY VISION, released in 
December by Intracept, Inc. is designed to 
give you the ability to screen what infor- 
mation is put on your computer, what 
information is taken off and exactly who is 
watching you. 

According to Intracept’s web site, 
more than 80 percent of the web’s most 
popular sites use downloadable technolo- 
gies such as Java and cookies. 

X-RAY VISION is designed to inter- 
cept and scan anything that enters or 
leaves your computer through the Internet, 
prevent the downloadable technologies 
from being stored on your computer with- 
out your knowledge, and stop cookies 
from being placed and retrieved from your 
hard drive. 

According to MacDonald, it is pri- 
marily an individual preference when it 
comes to dealing with cookies. He said he 
has never heard of St. Michael’s adminis- 
tration stepping in because enough can be 
done by just customizing your personal 
browser. 

As Hyde and MacDonald conclude, 
we live in an age of abundant information 
shared in such a way, via computers and 
the Internet, that more people can gain 
access to you than ever before. 


Faculty members share their love story for Valentine’s Day 


By Abigail Hartshorn 
Staff Writer 


Fate has a way of stepping in 
when you least expect it. Political 
science professor Dr. Kristin 
Novotony and her husband, phi- 
losophy professor Dr. John 
Orlando discovered this when 
they met in 1989 as graduate stu- 
dents at the University of 
Wisconsin. 

Kristin and John ended up in 


the same philosophy graduate 
seminar. Coincidentally, they 
were paired off together as tutor- 
ial partners. The couple went to 
their professor’s office as 
strangers, but fate intervened in 
the form of a phone call. A friend 
of the professor’s had had a heart 
attack, so the professor talked 
with his friend for quite a while. 
While he was on the phone, 
Kristin and John started talking, 
and this is where their relation- 


ship began. “What’s interesting 
is if either of us had been sitting 
in different chairs that day we 
would have never met or gotten 
married,” Orlando said. 

The couple went to see the 
blues band Paul Black and the 
Flip Kings on their first date. 

“He had a long, wool coat, 
and it was a very cold day,” 
Novotny said. “He walked there, 
and I remember seeing him walk- 
ing with this big, long wool over 

coat and I remem- 


him to always have this sentiment 
about how much I cared for him,” 
Kristin said. 

Their “song” is Sea of Love, 
which comes from the first movie 
they saw together. Another song, 
Smokey Robinson’s “Tears of a 
Clown” reminds Kristin of John. 
“He would always do this silly 
dance when that song came on,” 
she said. Kristin came to St. 
Michael’s four years ago, while 
John stayed in Wisconsin, when 
fate stepped in again. 


going to put together the crib for 
their first child, which they are 
expecting in late April. 

So remember, you never 
know when and where you will 
meet that someone special. 
Currently, there are 450 alumni 
couples from St. Michael’s, said 
June D. Heston, director of 
alumni relations. 

That class that you don’t 
really want to take could fulfill 
much more than a requirement. 
You could fall in love. 


ber thinking, oh, 
he looks kind of 
suave. I also 
remember think- 
ing what an idiot. 
It was really cold, 
but then I had to 


“I almost feel it was god- 
send,” explains John. “She just 
happened to have an office in the 
philosophy department because 
her department didn’t have any 
offices. She got to talking with 
her neighbor, who was John 
Hannigan at the time. It was real- 
ly John Hannigan seeing that 
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was a ploy,’ Kristin was in some distress by INCOME 
Kristin said. bei fi h 
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met, Kristin and 
John shared their 
first Valentine’s 
Day together. 
John remembers 
making her a 
card. Inside, he 
pasted a_ photo- 


He began teaching philoso- 
phy at St. Michael’s the next 
semester. 

John and Kristin got married 
three years ago in late July. They 
married in Madison, Wisconsin. 
Their wedding reception was 
held in the city’s botanical gar- 
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opportunity. 
Send self- 
addressed 


copied cartoon den. It was a beautiful place with 
The Perfect Way to Say I Love You! ek stick figures ten acres of land Pe iade to stamped enve- 
*Romantic Teddy Bear Arrangements ¢Fresh Arrangements & Bouquets {he had drawn. walk around and look at the flow- lope to: 
*Flowering Plants - Claussen Grown Wonderful Fresh Cut Flowers Kristin gave _ ers, John said. - 4 
*We Guarantee Freshness *I Love You Bouquets him a blank book, They drove to New England International 
bases Ainerican Grown! “Daily Delivery but on DE, first for their honeymoon. On their 1375 Coney 
Extended hours thru Friday’s Valentine’s Day with Delivery ieee ste ‘ Beemer eee tee Island 


Brooklyn, N.Y. 
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copied this poem 
. is that I had written 
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gone back every year since. 
This Valentine’s Day, they 
have special plans. They are 


1-800-287-2361 


Colchester 878-4286 


















“Yes, I think classes should go 
online because it may encour- 
age those who don’t like to 
speak out in class 
to participate.” 


eMelissa Meyer, freshman 


“The only problem I-see with 
that is people could be 
handing in other people’s 
work.” 






eChris Webb, sophomore 
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e your own deathaion with your buds. Get creative. 
| CANCER (June 22-July 22) i 
_ Surprises are eagerly awaiting you in the sk to come. Let the ten- 
sion go... Your arms are free of weight and your back is unknotted. 
It’s time to make magic es You" ve werted enough t time. 
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 

Let’: s kick it Leo. Brough of rene a Neneheay Put on your 
favorite pair of boots and skip downtown. Now mind you, dance 
| floors aren't the only place to strut your happenin’ stuff. Tables, 
chairs and the middle of Church Street will do foo. 
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — 
Sometimes you get held up in the facts and details Virgo. Not to_ 
: worry he take the time ee now to eds a aie Le 



















“Aim fo the stars and don’ te even n think about missing s them, 
_ LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) | oe 
2 What’ 8 going on in the Kitchen? Cuz} bra, you sure stow t oy 

what's s oe barmnie, or — Take a moment or five to get : 


















SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
_ OK, so Valentine’ s Day isn’t your 








Take a trip to the to tore and buy a boomerang Right back at ya. 
: CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
The future is seeming a bit slippery these days Here’ sa tip -- for- 

get the meteorologist on the tube and duck outside. Romp in the 
_ice-covered snow on the 300s field, find some fresh stuff and make 
_ snow angels. Who knows, maybe you'll have an epiphany about © 
the meaning of life, or winter. 
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 

Life has thrown you a curveball or two lately. It’s hard to prepare 
for such disruptions. Just hold fast to those you love and cherish. 
Don’t let another day go by without telling them how you feel. 
Playing ball with others is way more interesting than taking on the 
batting cage. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 

Hey, let’s vamoose, Pisces, from the depths of the world you’ve 
created. Whatever gripes you have with the world can be overrun 
if you just face them head on. Hold strong and don’t you dare es 
that deer-caught-in-headlights stare. 
















































By Brian Wasik 
Guest Columnist 


Whether you picked up your 
valentine by simply telling them 
they had toilet paper stuck to 
their shoe, or you smoothly glid- 
ed across the bar to ask them 
what their sign was, you'll need a 


|. definite game plan to. make, your: 


Valentine’s Day a success. 

For those of you that haven’t 
gotten pegged in the rear by 
Cupid just.yet, I regret to tell you 
that my recipe for a perfect 
aphrodisiac isn’t quite complete. 

Now I admit I am no Dr. 
Ruth and I have no Ph.D. in woo- 
ing a lover; however, I do know a 
wonderful restaurant where you 
and your valentine can enjoy a 
romantic dinner for _ two. 
Leunig’s Bistro, located on 
Church Street in Burlington, has 
long been one of my favorite 
restaurants in the area. 

Described as an “old world 
cafe,” Leunig’s front dining 
room is decorated rather curious- 
ly with Roman-type statues and 
columns, a prominent marble bar 
and large windows showcasing 
the activities on Church Street. 
Their newly-expanded back din- 
ing room is dimly lit and pro- 
vides a perfect atmosphere for 


any love-struck’ Valentine’s Day 


couple. 

Leunig’s extensive menu 
covers everything from a bowl of 
fries ($2.95) as a cafe snack, to a 
roasted rack of lamb served with 
goat cheese medallions (half 
rack: $14.95. If you play your 
cards right maybe you can get 
your valentine to spring for the 
full rack: $22.95.) 

Appetizers range from $2.75 
for a cup of soup to $7.95 for 
their incredible crab cakes. 
Leunig’s offers a separate bistro 
menu consisting of scrumptious 
lighter meals and also a well put- 
together dinner menu. 

For an appetizer, my valen- 
tine and I ordered their Tuscan- 
style mussels steamed in garlic, 
shallots, white wine, fennel and 
tomato sauce ($6.95). Because 
the mussels were served awfully 


“No, because personal interac- 
tion is a big part of the 
learning experience at St. 
Michael’s.” 


eMichael Gray, sophomore 


“T think they should offer one 
or two classes on the Internet 
but the majority of our 
requirements should be filled 
in the classroom.” 


*Katie Whitman, junior 














fast it wasn’t surprising that they 
were very soft, mushy and under- 
done. While that was the bad 
news, the good news is that they 
were fresh enough that we didn’t 
get sick. 

For the dinner we tried the 
Crab Cakes Rissole ($12.95), an 


-entree portion of their crab cakes 


served with a lemon-caper sauce. 
First of all, I love any restaurant 
that offers crab cakes as an 
entree. Second of all, the crab 
cakes and the sauce are the best 
I’ve had in this town. Most 
entrees come with garlic mashed 
potatoes and fresh vegetables. 
Their potatoes: are very thick and 
because they don’t have too 
much garlic, they won’t keep 
your valentine from’ giving you a 
good-night kiss. 

We also tried Leunig’s 
Navarin d’Agneu ($10.95), a 
French lamb stew with onions, 
carrots and potatoes in a tomato 
herb stock. It has a very rich 
tomato flavor that got better with 
every bite. 

Each entree came in huge 
portions and had beautiful pre- 
sentation. 

To make your dinner com- 
plete you have to try one of 


‘Leunig’s desserts. Their maple- 


flavored creme brulee ($4.50) is 


. a true Vermont concoction and 


was one of the highlights of our 
meal. I once heard that erotic 
sensations can travel from your 















“T think they should do it on a 
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“TI don’t think they should 
because that’s not what St. 
Michael’s is all about. Classes 
here are more about one-on- 
one interaction.” 














¢Kim Boland, senior 

















trial basis. It never hurts to 
try new technologies.” 










*Matt Mostoller, sophomore 





skin to your brain at 156 miles 
per hour; I am sure that the flavor 
of this creme brulee will break 
200 miles per hour coming from 
your taste buds. We also tried 
their Mille Fuelle ($4.50), a 
lemon custard separated by three 
levels of pastry. Valentine’s Day 
tip: get two orders of the creme 
brulee so you don’t bicker over it 
with your valentine! 

Leunig’s has live jazz on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays. The restaurant also 
offers a dinner for two special for 
$30. on Sundays through 
Thursdays from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

All things considered (mus- 
sels and all), Leunig’s deserves 3 
3/4 Purple Knights out of five: 


- RATINGS: 
L bee off “ at Alliot 
2. It was ok © 
3. Good, I recommend it! 
4. Extraordinary 
5. Emeril Lagasse himself! 





Village Green 
FLORIST 


Route 15 e60 Pear Street e Essex Junction, Vermont 05452 
(In the A&P Shopping Center) 


879-7980 


Even sweeter than candy..... 
Flowers for Valentine’s Day! 


Sat. Feb 14 


* Beautiful Roses 
¢Fresh cut flowers 
-°Valentine’s Arrangements 
We deliver across town or across 
the country - Call us today! 
www.ftd.com/villgreen 
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CAMPUS LIVING 





Senior says ‘adios’ to host family after studies in Spain 





By Barbara Thomits 
Guest Columnist 


As I reflect back on my six- 
month study abroad experience 
in Granada, Spain, I have many 
fond memories-- the people, the 


culture, the warm weather, my 


friends and especially my host 
family. 

Thinking back to the time 
before I left for Spain, I can 
remember being apprehensive 
yet excited at the same time. The 
fact that I would be emerged in a 


Movie Buff 


* 





By Rob O’Brien 
Guest Columnist 


This week I set my expecta- 
tions high in search of a quality 
flick. So, I chose Great 
Expectations so I would not be let 
down. 






completely different culture 
seemed intimidating to me. But 
somehow, those uncertainties 
didn’t keep me from going. The 
one thing, however, that may 
have been able to was the thought 
of living with a host family. 

I had lived with a host fami- 
ly when I spent a month in 
Madrid, Spain. Every aspect of 
family life aggravated me. 

You would think that if I 
hated family life so much the first 
time around that I would opt for a 
different living situation for my 
second experience. But, I had no 
choice because Spanish culture is 
very different from ours when it 
comes to university life. Dorms 
do not exist in Spanish universi- 
ties. Students either go to the uni- 
versity in their town and com- 
mute, get an apartment with some 


In reality, the movie title has 
a tremendous amount of irony. 
After seeing this movie, my per- 
sonal standards are now lowered 
at least a notch. 

During the movie, I felt like 


I was in Siberia, or in the middle - 


of nowhere, without a clue. Wait 
a second, I always feel like that. 
The newspaper quoted the 
movie as being “wildly romantic 
with great style” so I thought it 
was going to be interesting: Who 
reviews these movies anyway? 
Now, I’m no Ebert, nor 
would I like to compare myself to 
someone who actually watches 
these movies and then reviews 
them. At least I don’t have my 


“amigos” or stay with a family 
that lives close to the school they 
attend. Because I: didn’t know 
many people studying in Granada 
to get an apartment with, I decid- 
ed family living was my best bet. 

Although I was apprehensive 
about it, as I look back I don’t 


regret making that decision. I. 


consider it to be one of the best 
experiences I had in Spain. I had 
an American roommate, which 
helped because sometimes I 
missed speaking English. I also 
had a Spanish roommate who 
was studying languages at the 
University of Granada. Having 
her in the house as well meant I 
could practice speaking Spanish 
with someone my own age. | 
Then there was the “famil- 
ia’”- Mama, Papa and Jose Juan 
(Juanjo for short). There are no 


thumb up my you-know-what. 

St. Michael’s does not offer 
an anatomy class, although that is 
what I thought I was going to 
take when I signed up for Human 
Geography. 

What is with these thumbs 
up anyway? I think Siskel and 


‘Ebert are getting a little out of 


hand. For the movie “Zero 
Effect,” they reviewed it and 
gave it two thumbs up, “way up.” 
How far are they putting these 
thumbs up? And where? Are they 
bouncing on trampolines with 
their thumbs up in the air? I know 
that they’re highly regarded in 
the movie industry, but this is 
ridiculous. 


words to describe how wonderful 
they were. Mama treated us like 
her daughters and even called us 
her ninas (daughters). Papa 
would lecture us about the histo- 


ry of Granada if we even men- 


tioned anything that had to do 
with the city. Juanjo loved to 
practice his knowledge of 
English with us, which consisted 
mainly of swear words and lines 
from popular movies. 

I thought about how it would 
have been to have lived in an 
apartment without.all ties of fam- 
ily life, but I concluded that fam- 
ily life was a far better choice,. 
especially in Spain. 

Living with a family let me 
learn more about Spanish culture. 
I visited places with them that I 
could not even had known about 
otherwise because they weren’t 


Anyway, I surprisingly got 


sidetracked. Great Expectations - 


stars Ethan Hawke and Gwyneth 
Paltrow. Hawke lives with his 
uncle in Florida. They are very 
poor. He helps out a prisioner, 
played by Robert DeNiro, who 
later in the movie helps him out. 
He meets Paltrow, who lives with 
a woman who went nuts. He 
always loved her, but she 1s 
messed up. He wants to be with 
her, but believe me, in spite of 


this it is still the most unromantic 


movie. 

You know the feeling when 
you have something stuck in your 
teeth and you struggle to get it 
out but you can’t and it just teas- 


Flynn Theatre: “From the 


WEDNESDAY 


Club Toast: 
Smokin’ Grass and 
High Flying 


Gargoyles. 10 p.m. 


$2 if 21+, $4 
under. 660-2088 


Flynn Theatre: 
«| UVM Lane Series- 
} Romeo and Juliet 
J| performed by The 
Acting Co. 7 p.m. 
$11-$26. 656-4455 


Club Metronome: Irish Jam 
Night. 9 p.m. $3. 865-4563 


Rasputin’s: Underclassmen 
appreciation social. 10 p.m. 
$5 if under 21. 


THURSDAY 





SMC: Presentation by SMC 
graduates on year-long ser- 
vice trips. 7:30 p.m. - 8:30 
p.m. in the Vermont Room. 


Club Toast: My Own 
Sweet, Four Color 
Manual and The 
Emily Rock Band. 10 
p.m. $5. 660-2088 


Bayou to Bourbon Street,” a 
musical Mardi Gras celebration. 
8 p.m. $12-$27.50. 863-5966 


Club Metronome: Knight 


Fever- disco dance party. 9 p.m. 


SMC: Panel discussion on transgen- 
der racial action networking and 
support, sponsored by the ALLY 
group and the Gender Studies 
Program. 7 p.m. in the Farrell 
Room. 


Club Metronome: 
-| Acid Jazz Orchestra 
.| and Viperhouse. 9 
=r! p.m. $4. 865-4563 


SMC: Picture This, original 
Vermont jazz. Alliot Hall. 7-9 
p.m. For information about 
band, call 434-5927 


TRIDAT 


Club Toast: Magic Pebble, 
Thanks to Gravity and The Slip. 
10 p.m. $3 if 21+, $5 under. 


660-2088. 
ee 865-4563 


Club Metronome: Family 
night. 9 p.m. No cover charge. 


$5. 865-4563 


SATURDAY 


Flynn Theatre: 
Bela Fleck and the 
Flecktones. 8 p.m. 
863-5966 


Club 
Metronome: 
Construction Joe 
CD release party. 
7 p.m. 865-4563 


SUNDAY 


obvious tourist attractions. Also, 
I became part of their family and 
their culture. 

I learned more from them 
than I could have from any text- 
book. 

The things that bothered me 
originally about living with a host 
family didn’t seem to apply to 
this family. 

I discovered that not every 
family would be the same and 
nobody will ever really know 
what to expect if one doesn’t let 
themselves take that risk. 

So, I’m thrilled that I lived 
with a host family while I studied 
in Spain. 

I'll never regret my decision 
to spend my time abroad with 
them and I know that Ill always 
have a place to stay if I ever 
decide to return to Granada. 


says don’t expect much from ‘Great Expectations’ 


es you for a long time and even- 
tually goes away? That is exactly 
what this movie is like. 

The only way you should 
even think about going to this 
movie is if: you have ulterior 
motives than actually watching 
the movie. But, if you’re going to 
a movie for that as a college stu- 
dent then you probably have the 
maturity level of a baby hyena. 

Believe me, I'm a good 
judge of maturity. I play the jump 
over the parking meters game and 
lose. ie 

That’s enough from the 
Movie Buff. Once again, this is 
Rob O’Brien wasting his time so 
you can save a dime. 


Rhombus Gallery: 


| Poetry reading by 


Laurence Cohen. 
186 College St., 
Burlington. 8 p.m. 
652-1203 


MONDAY 


Club Metronome: 
Benefit for the 
Vermont Reggae 
Festival..9 p.m. 865- 
4563 


SMC: Webpage development 
_workshop. 5 p.m. - 6p.m. Alliot 
Vermont Room. 


TUESDAY 


Club Metronome: DJs Martin 


Cee Soa es aS 
Soe ee ee Ser sod 


& Mitchell. 9 p.m. 865-4563 
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By Scott Croteau 
Guest Columnist 


Forget about the National 
Basketball Association, Kobe 
Bryant should just run for presi- 
dent. 

In his second year in the 
NBA, the L.A. Lakers off-guard 
earned a starting spot on the 
Western Conference All-Star 
team. This is ironic because 
Bryant doesn’t even start for his 
Laker team. The 19-year-old is 
averaging 17.7 points a game and 
is the youngest player ever to 
make the All-Star team. 

The Lakers had the most 
players from the Western 
Conference in last weekend’s all- 
star game. Lakers Shaquille 


O’Neal, Eddie Jones and Nick 
Van Exel went with Bryant to the 
game. O’Neal, who is used to 
being the center of attention, will 
have to sit in the corner and rap, 
because Bryant is going to get 
more and more attention. 

Behind all of the Bryant 
press are a few questions. The 
first is, which of the NBA’s 
Hardaways deserves to start the 
all-star game? 

Orlando Magic point guard 
Anfernee Hardaway was voted as 
the East squad’s starter, but he 
missed 31 games this season. 

I understand that Penny is 
one of the best point guards in the 
league, but Miami Heat point 
guard Tim Hardaway has played 
like a conference starter. He is 
averaging 19.0 ppg and 8.4 
assists. He is a major part of 
Miami’s success. For the last two 
years, the man with the UTEP 
two-step has been snubbed the 
start he deserves. 

Tim Hardaway should be 
happy he made the team. There 
are other players in the league 
who should not have been left at 
home. 

Minnesota Timberwolves 


Sports 


NBA falls short with this year’ s All-Star picks 


point guard Stephon Marbury is 
tallying 19.5 ppg and handing out 
an average 8.3 acts of kindness, 
also known as assists, a game. 
Marbury is also leading his team 
on the court. He is a talented 
guard who makes the right deci- 
sions on the court. He also 
makes big buckets for the T- 
Wolves when they need one. 

The best player to be left at 
home is Washington Wizards for- 
ward Chris Webber. C-Web is 
Oth in the league in scoring (21.6 
ppg) 11th in rebounds and 12th in 
rebounds and blocks. 

If I had been making the 
decisions, Webber, Marbury, 
Grizzlies forward Shareef Adbur 
Rahim, 76ers point guard Allen 
Iverson and Bulls forward 
Dennis Rodman all would have 
made the all-star team. 

Some people may think that 
I’m crazy for adding Rodman to 
this list, but why not? The man is 
one of the best defenders in the 
game. Okay, so he likes to dress 
up as a woman and make bad 
movies with Jean-Claude Van 
Damme, but he works hard on the 
court. Every night, you can 
expect Rodman to punch in his 


card and work the full 48 min- 
utes. 

Besides his hustling and 
tenacity, he is leading the league 
in rebounding. He may have his 
problems off the court, but on the 
court he is doing his job perfect- 
ly. 

There is one exclusion from 
the all-star weekend that was 
actually better for the game. The 
dunk competition is gone this 
year and it should have disap- 
peared a couple of years ago. 
Every player seemed to want to 
throw the ball off the backboard 
or bounce it off the floor. Boring. 

The last great dunk I saw 
was from Celtics guard Dee 
Brown. Last year’s winner, Kobe 
Bryant, won the competition with 
the same dunk Isaiah Rider used 
to win it the year before. 

The dunk competition has 
lost its originality and competi- 
tion. The years of Michael 
Jordan, Spud Webb $$ and 
Dominique Wilkins were the 
years for the dunk competition. 
The earlier competitions are like 
a 30-year-old bottle of Moet, and 
the latest ones are like a bottle of 
Boone’s Farm. 


Roberts making a name for himself as a Purple Knight 


By Erin Sullivan 
and Angela Aja 
Sports Editors 


After being heavily recruited 
by the University of Vermont, 
Bentley College and Colby- 
Sawyer College, freshman Todd 
Roberts chose to play basketball 
at St. Michael’s. 

“T liked what I saw at the 
school when I visited,” Roberts 
said. “I liked what it had to 
offer.” 

O’Shea started actively 
recruiting Roberts during the fall 
of his senior year at Fair Haven 
Union High School in Vermont. 

“We knew about him since 
his junior year from the newspa- 
pers,” O’Shea said. “People 


knew he was one of the better 
players in Vermont.” 

Roberts was a key to Fair 
Haven’s sucess, helping them 
win the Vermont state champi- 
onship his senior year. 

After more than _ three 
months of regular season play 
with the Purple Knights, Roberts 
has noticed a big difference in the 
level of play between high school 
and college basketball. 

“It’s a lot more intense,” 
Roberts said. “It’s definitely a lot 
more physical.” 

The time commitment in col- 
lege is greater than high school, 
Roberts said. The Purple Knights 
practice six days a week for an 
hour and a half each day. 

“Toward the beginning it 


took a little bit to get used to, but 
it’s not that bad now,” Roberts 
said. 

During the week of January 
19, Roberts earned ECAC 
Rookie of the Week honors with 
a career-high 32 points in a loss 
to St. Anselm. In the same game, 
he set a record for most three 
pointers by a rookie in a game 
with seven, two baskets shy of 
the school record set by ‘97 grad- 
uate Mark Fizulich. 

Despite his early success, 
O’Shea said it’s too early to com- 
pare Roberts to Fizulich. 

“Time will tell,” O’Shea 
said. “He’s just a freshman. 
There’s a lot of games left to be 
played.” 


O’Shea and senior for- 


ward/center Jay Wandtke agree 
that Roberts’ strong point is his 
outside shooting. 

“He’s a _ smart player,” 
Wandtke said. “He knows his 
role and he knows what he wants 
to do.” 

“If he works hard over the 
summer he’ll develop other 
aspects of his game and become a 
very complete player,’ O’Shea 
said. 

Roberts said he doesn’t feel 
any pressure to fill the gap left by 
Fizulich. 

“Tm just there to do what 
they want me to do,” Roberts 
said. “I want to make an impact 
for St. Mike’s, and do what the 
coaches expect me to do and do it 
well.” 











oe 


Men’ Ss ice hodey 
Th Ice Knights beat 
UMass Dacinouth 5-4 this past 
Satur day for the first-time ever. 
p or Mike MacDonald led the 
ring two goals. The 


set a season best time and quali- 
fied for New England’s. 
Freshemen Stacey 
Arsenault, sophomore Katie 
O’Brien and sophomore 
iobhan Carney all set season 


best times in their asa 


. in the Vermont State Meet 
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SPORTS 





Seven St. Michael’s students trek to Ecuador 
for a serious mountain climbing experience 


By Bryan Goodchil 
Staff Writer 


Seven St. Michael’s students 
spent 17 days of their winter 
break on a cross-cultural moun- 
taineering journey in Ecuador 
organized by the Wilderness 
Program. 

“The trip was amazing,” said 
senior K.C. McCallum. “Ecuador 
is an incredible place with really 
big and beautiful mountains. | 
can’t say enough about it.” 

’ “Nothing was what I had 
expected,” said sophomore Emily 
Cogan. “The expectations I had 
of the mountains, the work and 
the people were completely. dif- 
ferent.” 

Other students making the 
trip Dan Tecini, John Kappus, 
Keith Gzavdarskas, Jessica Stone 
and Ken Whiere. 

They were guided by Todd 


Wright said. “With 17 days, we 


in Quito where the temperature 





Photo courtesy of Todd Wright 
Students from the Wildneress program on atop a mountain in Ecuador. From left to right: Todd Wright, 


Emily Cogan, KC McCallum, Keith Gzaudarskas, Jessica Stone, John Kappus, Ken Wcihe and Dan Tesini. 


Wright said. 


hallway in Ryan Hall and held 
about 60 people. 

“Since we were in such close 
quarters a lot of times there was 
tension, but we were all open 
about things and really had a 
good time,” Cogan said. 

Wright said that he consid- 
ered two of the climbers to be 
experienced and that the others 
ranged from intermediate to 
beginner. 

Cogan said she eg expe- 
rience through the Wilderness 
Program. “I didn’t have the tech- 
nical skills a lot of other people 
had.” 

McCallum was one of the 
more experienced climbers on 
the trip. “I am an experienced 
climber, but you did not need a 
lot of experience to do what we 
did. If people are thinking of 
doing something like this in the 
future they should not think that 
it is too extreme for them.” 


Wright, director of the 
Wilderness Program and a pro- 
fessional member of the 
American Mountain Guide 
Association; Thomas Kontos, an 
American Mountain Guide; and 
Martin Molitoris, who is one of 
100 certified mountain guides in 
the U.S. 

The students spent their time 
in and out of Quito, the capital of 
Ecuador. The terrain in Ecuador 
was easily accessible by vehicle 
which was helpful, Wright said. 

“We would take three or four 
day trips out of Quito, returning 
for showers and a good meal,” 


tried to have the students experi- 
ence as many aspects of the cul- 
ture as they could.” 

“The first few days we spent 
getting used to being at about 
9,000 ft. by taking shorter, less 


strenuous hikes,” McCalllum 
said. 

“The altitude was not detri- 
mental, but it did cause 


headaches and nausea,” Wright 
said. “It had an effect on every- 
one’s body and that is why we 
would return to Quito.” 

The changes in altitude 
caused frequent fluctuations in 
weather. The climbers could start 


was 85 and then hike to the high- 
est base camp at about 16,000 
feet, where temperatures hovered 
around freezing, Wright said. 
“Conditions varied because we 
were at the equator.” 

Every day entailed some- 
thing different for the climbers. 

“There was no such thing as 
a typical day,” Cogan said. 
“Everything changed from eight 
in the morning to eight at night, 
from witnessing discouraging 
third world conditions to majestic 
mountains and beautiful sunsets.” 

Students were able to inter- 
act with the natives in the city, 


“T had a basic knowledge of 
Spanish so I was able to tell peo- 
ple what we were doing there,” 
Cogan said. “There was a high 
level of respect for tourists and 
we did not take advantage of 
them at all. Everyone there was 
fascinated by the United States.” 

“We saw most of the nicer 
areas in Quito,” McCallum said. 
“Tt was not too much different 
than like being in Mexico.” 

During the trip, the group 
stayed mostly in hostels, tents 
and high altitude _—huts. 
McCallum explained that one of 
the huts was half the size of a 


McCallum said the trip was 
well worth it and to have such 
professional guides was an added 
bonus. 

Students paid for the trip 
entirely by themselves. 

“The money did not come 
out of daddy’s pockets,” Cogan 
said. “I had to work for it. I 
couldn’t even buy books this 
semester, but I know I will never 
get to experience anything like 
this again.” 

“We tried to give everyone 
the best bang for their buck,” 
Wright said. 


Wilderness Program aims for new heights 
Director hopes to improve program to compete with top cole 


By CJ Lampman 
Staff Writer 


More than one-third of the stu- 
dent population at St. Michael’s has partic- 
ipated in at least one form of outdoor 
recreation with the Wilderness Program in 
the past year, according to Director Todd 
Wright. 

These activities range from introduc- 
tory learn to ski and ice climbing courses 
to a sea kayaking trip off the coast of 
_ Mexico. 

Former students Matt Dunn and Cliff 
Lubitz began the Outing Club in 1992. 
Five years later, Wright has expanded the 
club into what is now known as the 
Wilderness Program. 

“I came to St. Mike’s for the sur- 
rounding it provided,” Wright said. “The 
outdoors was my second major.” 

Wright was a student at St. Michael’s 
from 1993-96, and through his military 
background had an increasing interest in 
the outdoors, so he got involved with the 
club. 

“The club had goals and a definite 
direction of where it wanted to go,” Wright 
said. 

In his second year as director of the 
Wilderness Program, Wright is beginning 
to achieve some of his goals. 


“T wanted to do something to develop 
the outdoor program to be one of the best 
in the area,” Wright said. “And like other 
new ideas it’s still growing, but just by tak- 
ing advantage of our surroundings, St. 
Mike’s can be one of the best.” 

Athletic Director Geri Knortz agrees 
with Wright that the college should use its 
natural surroundings. 

“We can take advantage of our 
resources to achieve the goal that Todd has 
set to be second to none in New England 
for programs provided, and be mentioned 
in the same breath as Dartmouth,” Knortz 
said. 

Knortz also has a solid background in 
the outdoors. She founded the Adirondack 
Adventure Program at Hamilton College 
where she was the Associate Director of 
Athletics and Senior Woman 
Administrator. 

In addition to teaching cross-country 
skiing, rock climbing, canoeing, back- 
packing and cycling, Knortz has also bicy- 
cled across the United States. 

President Marc vanderHeyden reiter- 
ated the point that St. Michael’s is in an 
ideal geographical location to take advan- 
tage of the outdoors, with the lake to one 
side and the mountains to the other. 

“T am very much convinced that the 
more opportunities that we create for stu- 


dents that become a lifelong habit, the bet- 
ter,” vanderHeyden said. “And we can cast 
our net wide with the Wilderness 
Program.” 

VanderHeyden said his heart is not in 
varsity athletics as much as wilderness and 
outdoor athletics because the wilderness 
and outdoors reach a larger amount of stu- 
dents. 

“T would rather see 1,500 out of 1,800 
students at a college like St. Michael’s par- 
ticipate in a sport than 40,000 students at a 
university spectating at a game,” 
vanderHeyden said. 

He does not, however, see the varsity 
sports programs and the recreational pro- 
grams competing against each other for 
participants. 

“I think that the more students 
involved in outdoor activities, the more 
will be eligible for varsity sports,” said 
vanderHeyden. 

“IT hope students will be involved in 
both varsity sports and outdoor activities,” 
Knortz said. “And there are a lot that are. I 
don’t see them fighting for participants.” 

Wright said the budget of the 
Wilderness Program has not increased but 
they still have a lot of new equipment that 
can be rented to students. The program 
also has clothing that is provided for cer- 
tain trips. 





Photo courtesy of Todd Wright 
A student practices her rock climbing skill. 
“Fifty percent of our funding comes 
from the Athletic Department and the other 
fifty percent comes from the Student 
Association,” Wright said. “They have 
been really helpful.” 


